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Michael’s Musings
The times in which we live are interesting to say the least. We can no longer depend on those things that most of assumed were as
inevitable as our own deaths – things like the faithful delivery of the mail by the U.S. postal service, kids going back to school at the
end of August and the start of college football in September. At the same time, new vistas are suddenly open: we are providing weekly worship that regularly reaches people from as far away as Chile and Scotland; we are conducting bible studies that touch people in
Alabama, Arizona, Oklahoma, and Tennessee. Still, the level of uncertainty regarding the future, even among the most naively optimistic, is terribly unsettling. The ground underneath us is moving; falling head over heels feels like a real possibility almost every day.
So I have a question for you. Where do you carry all of this in your body? You do, you know. Our bodies carry within them the total
sum of all of our experiences, the most powerful of which can easily be touched on if we are mindful. I carry my emotional reactions to
what’s been happening since March in my upper back as if I were wearing a heavy pack. I discovered this while hiking with my son
Carl back in July. My sore back after backpacking was familiar – too familiar. In fact, I was suddenly aware of a dull ache that was
there all the time whether I was carrying a pack or not – heck even if I was just sitting in a chair all day! So last Saturday I decided to
stop to see if I could hear my back speak. I sat in a chair, got mindful and asked it if it had something it wanted to say. It didn’t just
speak, it raged and it quoted scripture at me!
It quoted Psalm 119: “My eyes fail with watching for Your promise, O God; I ask, ‘When will you comfort me?’” (Ps 119:82). It quoted
Psalm 13: “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long must I bear pain in
my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long?” (Ps 13:1-2).
After a rather pointed conversation with that part of me, to my surprise, I felt relief. The emotion was given life so that it no longer had
to take life from me. I went back and reread those Psalms. The end of Psalm 13 is: “But I trusted in Your steadfast love; my heart
shall rejoice in Your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because the Lord has dealt bountifully with me.” (Ps 13:5-6). And the end of
Psalm 119 is: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
Poetic imagination is a Godsend! Symbol and story and metaphor and myth have this ability to turn emotional suffering and meaningless, terrifying uncertainty into something else – something that renews, relieves and supplies a hope that is real. I am convinced that
God has given every one of us this imaginal capacity. Next to love, it is God’s greatest gift. In fact, it comes out of God’s love. When
the way we have conceived of God and God’s workings in the world reaches a dead end, it is not God who is at fault; it is us. Finding
God again in whatever way we can is what faith is all about. And the way you do that is to use all the gifts you have been given to
scour the heavens in exasperation for relief, for answers, for comfort, for salvation. If you do, that which you seek, you will find. I
promise. But better yet, that is the promise of God in Christ.

Michael

As Fall approaches, committees are discussing plans for
new (or returning) opportunities for you to connect with
others in the congregation. Presbyterian Women circles
will use Zoom for meetings in September as they launch
the new 2020-2021 Bible study; the Outreach Committee
will be restarting Sunday Fellowship Time on September
6th; The Fellowship Committee is hoping to schedule another parking lot gathering; and options for additional
study and fellowship groups are being explored. We’ll
keep you updated as plans are confirmed.
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September Worship

*September 06, 2020

*September 20, 2020

Scripture: Romans 13:8-14
Sermon: “Wake Up and Prepare Your Eulogy”
Theme: We all will die. We all will leave a legacy of

Scripture: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Philippians 1:20-30
Sermon: “Standing Firm”
Theme: We are called to a lifestyle of unity, firmly root-

sorts. Will that be one of darkness or of light? Of wholeness or brokenness?

ed in the gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of God’s
unconditional love for all.

*September 13, 2020

*September 27, 2020

Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35
Sermon: “The Limits of Forgiveness”
Theme: We are called to forgive; yet some fairly hei-

Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16
Sermon: “Divine Economics”
Theme: We have been taught that the rewards in this

nous things happen every day. By looking into humanity’s dark history, do we discover limits to forgiveness?

life are always earned and deserved. Jesus
tells us that God’s economy works a bit differently.

Bill Young Preaching

*Services will be live streamed on Facebook. There will
be no in-person services at Trinity in September. .

I SHARE - DO YOU?

TO READ OUR PASTOR’S
PREVIOUS WEEK’S SERMON, go to:

Every time you sign onto Facebook to watch our Sunday morning church service, you have the opportunity to
invite all of your friends and relatives to join you! It's so
easy! Once you sign on, just look for a small button that
says "share." Click on it and you're done! Of course, you
can always add a personal note like, "We always have
beautiful music and inspiring sermons!" Then you have
automatically invited all of your Facebook connections
to watch our service with us!

https://www.trinity-presbyterian.org/archives You can also
view the weekly worship service in its recorded version
beginning each Sunday afternoon on Trinity’s Facebook
page or the following week on the church website. The
most recent video will be found on the website home page.
Past week’s service videos can be accessed at the web
address above.

Updated Information
Regarding Activities at
Trinity Due to Covid-19
All planned events at the church
remain cancelled or postponed through October 31st.
The Session will re-evaluate the situation, when they
meet the third week of October. The focus continues to
be on the safety of the congregation, cases in the community, and recommendations for safely opening.
Worship services can be seen live on Facebook.
Please invite friends and neighbors to visit Trinity’s online service.

Feeling Vulnerable Due to Covid?
If you cannot go out (feel especially vulnerable to the
coronavirus), and have needs like grocery shopping,
please let Kyle Groshong know. You can call or text her at
573 808-0440 or email her at:
newellgroshong@missouri.edu.
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Trinity News
Some much needed humor:
The following statements about the Bible were written by
children and have not been retouched or corrected (i.e.,
bad spelling has been left in.)

The Outreach Committee is hosting:
"Sundays after Worship"
September 6th through December 13th

- In the first book of the Bible, Guinesses, God got tired
of creating the world, so he took the Sabbath off.
- Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree.

- Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark because Noah
built the ark, which the animals came to in pears.
- Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire
by night.
- Samson was a strong man who let himself be led
astray by a Jezebel like Delilah.
- Samson slew the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles.
- Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they
made unleavened bread, which is bread without any
ingredients.
- The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.

This is an opportunity for all of us to gather via Zoom, say
"Good Morning” to one another, then break out into small
groups to discuss the things going on in our lives and stay
connected to one another! The church office will send out
reminders in the Friday e-mail blast along with the Zoom
link for the Sunday fellowship time. There is no need to
register in advance. Just click on the Zoom link and join
the after-worship conversation on Sunday.

- Afterwards, Moses went up to Mount Cyanide to find
the ten commendments.
- The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to
eat the apple.
- The seventh commandment is "Thou shalt not admit
adultery".
- Moses died before he ever reached Canada.
- Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol.
- The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told
his son to stand still and he obeyed him.
- David was a Hebrew king skilled at playing the liar.
He fought with the Finkelsteins, a race of people who
lived in Biblical times.

-from www.arcamax.com 11/1/18, submitted by Cathy
Holder.

THE PC(USA) HAS DESIGNATED
AUGUST 24-30
PRESBYTERIAN WEEK OF ACTION
This endeavor is structured to provide a public witness
that facilitates education, visibility, and action that reinforces our PC(USA) statements and policy around the
support of eradicating racism and acknowledging that
God loves all Black lives.
For more information, check out the Presbyterian
Week of Action Post on Trinity’s Facebook page or
use this link: pcusa.org/week of action.
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Trinity News
Trinity Library Book Highlight
By Marianne Fues

The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning : How to
Free Yourself and Your Family From a Lifetime of
Clutter by Margareta Magnusson
“Putting your house in order, if you can do it is one of the most
comforting activities, and the benefits of it are incalculable.” -Leonard Cohen, The New Yorker
So look at your things. If you think you probably will not ever look
at all those cooking magazines (can look online for a recipe) maybe there is someone else who might enjoy looking through them.
Rather than buying things to enjoy, perhaps looking at things to
enjoy them is better than trying to own them. After all, we cannot
always take things with us as we journey through life and beyond.
Margareta Magnusson has a unique, sometimes humorous, take
on organizing your things, from a “Throw Away” box to not saving
things that will shock or upset your family after you are gone.
Feel free to visit Trinity Library between 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Books can be checked out using the three ring binder on the desk
in the main library and also in the children's library downstairs in
Room 9.

Trinity’s Brotherhood Fund
Provides Financial Help to Others
The Brotherhood Fund was set up by Trinity’s elders as a pastor’s
discretionary fund that is completely confidential. It is dispensed
only by the pastor and designed to help out those who may be in
the midst of a financial crisis. If you fall into that category or know
of someone who does, please approach the pastor for possible
help. The Pandemic has created difficult economic circumstances
for a large number of people who have never experienced this
before. Contributions to the Brotherhood Fund at this time are
welcome. If your financial situation is still strong and you would
like to help others out, simply make out your check to “Trinity
Presbyterian”, write in the memo line, “Brotherhood fund” and
mail it into the office or contact Ann Bouchard to determine how
to contribute online. If you know of someone who could use help
but for whom it would be awkward for you to give directly, please
consider contributing to the fund and alerting Michael Stanfield as
to whom your gift is intended. He will make sure your gift gets to
the intended recipient.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS
September 2020
Our circle meetings in September will be held via
Zoom. The Evening Circle meeting will be on Tuesday, September 1, at 7:00 p.m., and the Afternoon Circle
meeting will be on Wednesday, September 2, at 1:00
p.m. If you would like to ‘attend’ either of these meetings,
please send your e-mail address to
“marcialake@gmail.com” and indicate which meeting you
would like to ‘attend’.
The study for 2020-2021 is “Into the Light: Finding Hope
Through Prayers of Lament,” by Rev. Dr. Lynn Miller.
The study will lead us to explore Biblical lament as a tool
to help us live faithfully in a world of turmoil, divisions,
threats and pain by engaging the real world with our faith
and our faith with the real world. The study books may
be picked up in the church office during the church office
hours.
A “virtual” Bible Study Workshop created by Rev. Dr.
Lynn Miller is available on PW’s YouTube Channel. To
access the workshop go to: https://www.youtube.com/
user/PresbyterianWomen

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
THE FOLLOWING UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Our Virtual Synod PW Gathering, Saturday, September
12th, at 10:00. The featured speakers are Jyungin
(Jenny) Lee, our National PW Moderator, and Susan
Jackson-Dowd, PW’s Executive Director. They will update us on the exciting mission work of PW. To register
for this meeting, please contact Anne Schneider at
akrsch@aol.com giving her your name, church, and email address.
The 2021 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women,
August 5-8, 2021, in St. Louis, MO. More information on
this event will follow.
If you have questions about any of the information provided above, please feel free to contact me at 573-474-3494
or “marcialake@gmail.com.”

Marcia Lake, Moderator, TPC Presbyterian Women

WAYS TO GIVE: You can make financial gifts to Trinity electronically by using the
GivePlus Church app. It only takes a few minutes to set up your personal, secure account.
Download the GivePlus Church app to your phone or tablet from either Google Play or the App
Store; or use the “Give Now” button at the top of Trinity’s website homepage. Checks may also
be sent to Trinity Presbyterian Church, c/o Ann Bouchard, 1600 W. Rollins Rd., Columbia, MO
65203. Please contact Ann at the church office if you have any questions (573)442-1164, or
abouchard@trinity-presbyterian.org.
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Trinity News
August Session Meeting Highlights
Session met via Zoom on Tuesday evening, August 18, at 7:00 p.m. At the meeting, session:
Accepted the resignation of Elder Bob Duncan as permanent Clerk of Session with much regret and deep gratitude for
his faithful service. Bob has served as Clerk since 2012 and also held the position from 2000-2002. Bob will be honored at an upcoming worship service.
Elected Elder Karen Kennedy to serve as Clerk for the remainder of 2020.
Approved keeping the church closed for in-person worship and activities by outside groups
through the end of October due to the rising number of cases of COVID-19 in the community.
Live-streamed services will continue each Sunday morning.
Received the July Financial Report. Financial Secretary Ann Bouchard reported that expenses exceed income in July by $11,683.01. Ann stated that during the pandemic, income has
been coming in irregularly but overall giving is still more than sufficient to cover all expenses and
make all budgeted mission disbursements.
Revised the “Guidelines for a Service on the Occasion of Death” to include fees for audiovisual technicians when live-streaming is requested by families for memorial services.
Approved a donation of $500 from the February 15th Fund to provide aid to the victims of the Iowa derecho which hit
the Cedar Rapids area on August 10th.
Received information from Elder Fues about the 2021 Stewardship Campaign which will begin on Sunday, October 11.
Pledge dedication Sunday is set for October 25.

In spite of the pandemic, Trinity continues to honor its commitment to provide food for Loaves and
Fishes
the from
second
ofMission
the month.
July, Marcia
Lake,
Anne
Susan
Heard aon
report
ElderThursday
Lake that the
SupperInscheduled
for October
has
been Seymour,
cancelled. The
local Winkelshare of
mann,
and
Ann
Bouchard
packed
the Pentecost Offering—$762.00—was donated to Granny’s House for their work with underprivileged children in
Columbia. Elder Lake also reported that $239.00 from a Missional Imagination Grant Trinity received several years

100ago
meals
in the church kitchen (fried chicken, potato salad, cole slaw, fruit, and a cookie), and Suwas sent to City of Refuge.
san delivered them to Wilkes Blvd. United Methodist Church for distribution. Thanks to your donaReceived information from Elder Holder about plans for restarting Zoom Sunday fellowship gatherings after worship on
Sundays. The virtual gatherings will resume on September 6.

Reach out to others during this lonely time
when everyone is isolated.

Submissions for Trinity Times?

Email: trinitytimeseditors@gmail.com
The deadline for the October Trinity Times
is Friday, September 25th.
Kyle Groshong is our editor.
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Mission and Service Opportunities
Wardrobe Now Open:

The Wardrobe has re-opened on a limited basis. It is open for shopping and donations on Wednesdays from 11-2 and Saturdays
from 9-12 with a crew of five. Donations will also be accepted on Mondays from 9-12.
The following precautions must be observed: Everyone must wear a mask while in the
building. This includes volunteers and customers. Customers will not be allowed in the
door without a mask. Only 20 shoppers will be allowed in the building at any one
time. Six feet social distancing will be in place at the checkout desk and on the ramp
coming in the building to reinforce this. If you can volunteer, please contact Georgia
Morehouse.

There is still time to donate!
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mission Committee has decided not to ask
members to assemble school kits for the Festival of Sharing this year. Instead, we are
going to send a monetary donation to the Festival to be used as needed by the organization. If you would like to contribute to this mission project, please send your donation to the church either by using the online payment access at www.trinitypresbyterian.org or by mailing a check to the church. Please indicate that you are
making a donation to the 2020 Festival of Sharing project. We would like to receive all
donations by Sunday, September 6th. If you have any questions, please contact
Marcia Lake at 573-474-3494 or “marcialake@gmail.com.”

Trinity Continues to Provide Food for Loaves and Fishes
In spite of the pandemic, Trinity continues to honor its commitment to provide food for Loaves and Fishes on the second
Thursday of the month. In July, Marcia Lake, Anne Seymour,
Susan Winkelmann, and Ann Bouchard packed 100 meals in
the church kitchen (fried chicken, potato salad, coleslaw, fruit,
and a cookie), and Susan delivered them to Wilkes Blvd. United
Methodist Church for distribution. Thanks to your donations to
the Loaves and Fishes fund, Trinity has been able to purchase prepared food and package
the meals at a very reasonable cost. Food will be provided again on September 10th.
IOWA DERECHO AID
On August 10, a vicious thunderstorm with longtrack damaging winds (derecho) in excess of 100
mph devastated Iowa causing widespread damage. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has
established a relief fund to aid those impacted by
the storm. If you would like to make a donation to

assist victims of the derecho, you can send a
check to Trinity with “Iowa” on the memo line or
make a contribution directly on the PDA website
using fund DR000015. Be sure and put “Iowa
Derecho” in the comments box.
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OUR PRAYERS
Recent Prayer Requests
Mary Sue Barnard (recovering from emergency
surgery)
Merle and Jean Buck (Merle is now back home
and they have day help.)
Paul and Anna Conditt, parents of Sarah
Humfeld (multiple health issues)
Tim Harlan (physical therapy after recent
knee surgery)
Gary and Karen Hulsey, friends of Fran
Muench. Gary recently suffered a stroke. Karen has been attending Trinity’s online worship
service.
Barbara Jarvis (recovering at home after a
lengthy hospitalization and stay in Acute Care)
George Plonk, Jim Muench’s stepfather (age
101), has broken his arm again and is fighting a
battle with cancer. Jim’s mother suffers from
Alzheimer’s.

Please remember and pray for our Missionaries,
Mission Causes, and Military Personnel.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK
If you, or someone dear to you, has a major event (medical
test, job interview, difficult decision) and you would like several
church family members to hold that person in prayer that week,
there is a Prayer Bowl and Box on the Memorial Book table in
the narthex. Please fill out one of the cards, place it in the box
and we will pray for the person.

GET CONNECTED - STAY CONNECTED
New to Trinity? Text the word “Welcome” to 573-2848084 to get connected. We’ll be in touch soon.
Already a member or a regular attendee? Text
“Member” to 573-284-8084 so we can keep you up to
date on what’s happening at Trinity.
Do you have a prayer request? Text “pray” to 573-284
-8084 and our pastor will contact you.

Markita Price (recovering from surgery and
battling breast cancer)
School administrators, teachers, parents, and
children/youth as the beginning of a new
school year approaches.

Ongoing Prayer Requests
Dale Abernathy Missouri Veteran’s Home, Mexico
Jean Baldwin - now residing in room 105,
Cedarhurst, 2333 Chapel Hill Rd. 65203

Patsy Brown - at Mill Creek Village, 1990 W.

Southampton Dr. 65203 in the memory care unit

Lee Cary - Lenoir Nursing Home

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to Kathleen Brown and her
family on the death of her husband, Gordon, who
died on 7/29.

Prescience on Citizenship
"We must scrupulously guard the civil rights and civil
liberties of all our citizens, whatever their background.
We must remember that any oppression, any injustice,
any hatred, is a wedge designed to attack our civilization." --Franklin Delano Roosevelt, January 9, 1940.
~Eighty years’ foresight must still be guarded.
–Ed Coe

10:30 AM—Live-streamed
worship (Facebook Live)
followed by Fellowship
Time (Zoom)

27

10:30 AM—Live-streamed
worship (Facebook Live)
(Bill Young, pulpit supply)
followed by Fellowship
Time (Zoom)

28

7:00 PM—Stewardship &
Finance Committee (Zoom)
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22
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30

23

11:00 AM—Wardrobe
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16

9

7:00 PM—Session (Zoom)

14

13

8

1:00 PM—Afternoon Circle
(by Zoom)

15

Office Closed

2

7:00 PM—Evening Circle
(by Zoom)

Wednesday

1

Tuesday

10:30 AM—Live-streamed
worship (Facebook Live)
followed by Fellowship
Time (Zoom)

7 Labor Day

10:30 AM—Live-streamed
worship (Facebook Live)
followed by Fellowship
Time (Zoom)

Monday

6

Sunday

7:00 PM—Mission Committee (Zoom)

24

17

10:00 AM—Congregational
Care Committee (by Zoom)
2:00 PM ̶ Food Prep for
Loaves and Fishes
4:15 PM—Outreach Committee Meeting

10

6:30 PM ̶ Cub Scout Pack 2
Leader /Parent Meeting
(back parking lot)
7:00 PM—Worship Comm.
(on site)
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Thursday

September 2020
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Friday

Trinity Times News Deadline
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5

Saturday
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